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In time, the smallest moments often become the most precious.
Kodak Gold film. For all the moments that make up a lifetime.



Dear Fans of Classic TV,

As Chairman of Nick at Nite, it's my privilege to welcome you to the
greatest development in television since the remote control-
a celebration of Classic TV on the printed page.

At last you'll get the behind-the-scenes stories you crave. (Didn't you
always wonder how the Flying Nun flew?) You'll marvel at one man's
amazing collection of vintage TV memorabilia. You'll thank our crack
team of researchers for unearthing both an early Dobie Gillis tale and
a 1977 teen magazine's quiz, 'John Travolta: Can You Pass His Kissing
Test?" And you'll even get your own personal Joe Friday finger puppet
to play with.

You know, I always tell people that you can never learn enough about
Classic TV. And I guarantee that when you read our magazine, you'll
discover countless fun facts you never knew. I also promise that you'll
have a good time-just as you've had a good time watching Nick at
Nite over the past 10 years.

Nick at Nite is celebrating its birthday this year in high style, with new
shows, scores of special stunts and events, and Nick at Nite books and
CDs. All that and our wonderful (if I do say so myself) magazine.

Not bad for a 10-year-old.

Sincerely,

DelnDe
DICK VAN DYKE, CHAIRMAN,

NICK AT NITE

FROM THE DESK

DICK VAN DYKE



EL 6
America is switching to Channel Surfing. It's the fast-paced
game you play with your remote control and TV.
Speed thru the channels while your team
hunts for things on the cards.
Be creative! Something "Hot"
can be the weather forecast
or a romantic love scene.
But while you're clicking,
the clock is ticking. Be quick.
Be persuasive. Be the team
with the most matches to win.

Sap Toy
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NICK AT NITE MAGAZINE SPECIAL 1OTH ANNIVERSARY COLLECTOR'S EDITION

SHORTS

Lucy: Black and White and Red All Over...The Truth Behind the Flying Nun...Channel(er)
Surfing for Bill Bixby...Mr. Bono Goes to Washington ... Life Before The Big Break ...Plus:

A Winky Dink, a Timeline and A Quiz on Social Darrinism...5

@. FEATURES

FROM BRAIN TO SCREEN ... Oanie/ Radosh 19
Mary Tyler Moore as a nun working with a hippie priest?

Johnny Carson as a writer for The Alan Sturdy Show? Sometimes your favorite sitcoms started
as very different ideas. Here are their dramatic developments.

THEME SONG SING-A-LONG ... Adam L. Penenberg and Anne O. Bernstein 22
Is the Fat Lady singing for theme songs? Plus, extra-special unauthorized lyrics

to some of your favorite themes.

SOLID!. .. Bruce Bernstein 24
The Revolution was televised. Tune in, turn on, and drop in on the counterculture in TV Land.

WATCH AND WEAR ... Mary Clarke 26
It's all the rage-horizontal-hold haute couture! Some of today's top fashion designers

reveal the shows that inspire their creations.

BEWITCHED, BOTHERED AND BEWILDERED ... Oa/e Hrabi 30
Could you have predicted Gilligan's Island would become a classic? Don't worry,

most critics didn't. Check out the mud they slung at other shows when they first aired.

HOW TO KISS A SWEATHOG ... Becky Burcham 32
Vinnie, Vidi, Vici! John Travolta as you've never seen him before! Well, actually

you have-if you read all these '70s teeny-bopper magazines.

THE COLLECTOR ... Larry W. Jones 44
"Throw in Ethel Mertzs passport and you 've got yourself a deal!" If you 're looking for Ralph

Kramden's bus-driver jacket, Captain Kirk's phaser or other television relics, talk to this man.

HOW TO THROW A BLOCK PARTY ... Lynn Harris 55
No, there's no recipe for couch potato salad,

but here's a guide to rerun fun in the summertime.

99 99's AND A PARTRIDGE IN A BUS JAMBOREE ... Tom Hill 5S
An abridged history of our network.

it#.it
SUMMER 1995

COLUMNS

CAREER FILE 13
Michael Burns: From LSD to
Ph.D.

ON THE COUCH
WITH DR. WILL MILLER 65
Get in touch with your inner dial.

FICTION

THE FACE IS FAMILIAR,
BUT- 48
A vintage Dobie Gillis short
story, unearthed.

MAYNARD ON MAX 52
Bob Denver remembers the brain
behind the beatnik.

SPECIAL

ARE THERE HONEYMOONERS UNDER YOUR BED? ... Ken Smith 62
Lost Episodes...Found!

WHEN SITCOMS COLLIDE ...Anne O. Bernstein, Tom Hill and Carmen Morais 66
Everyone in T

\ ,

ou 'opa
now

V Land is connected (really!).

DRAGNET FINGER
PUPPETS 16
Thank God it's Friday and
Gannon.

BARBAR IN 0/J EANNI E
PINUPS 35
We dream of Vinnie with the
long brown hair.

THE TV LAND TATTLER 39
All the news that's fit to twist.

THE 37 VERY, VERY
GREATEST EPISODES EVER 53
A guide to Anniversary Week
programming.

THE NICK AT NITE 10TH
ANNIVERSARY MERIT
BADGE TEST 69 r'-i
Th;, ;, o,/y a test. ~•-~•i
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Dress Rehear
Everybody has to start somewhere

Dues must be paid. Here's how some stars passed the time waiting
for their big breaks in Classic TV.

DICK VAN DYKE (Rob Petrie, Nick at Nite Chairman} SHIRLEY JONES (Shirley Partridge} • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
• As an Air Force cadet, gained
notoriety for variety show portrayal of
"walking a dog in high wind."
• Could afford to get married only
because The Bride and Groom Show paid
for his wedding and honeymoon in
exchange for an interview.

PENNY MARSHALL (Myrna Turner, Laverne De Fazio}
Appeared as a stewardess on The Bob
Newhart Show.
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Crowned Miss Pittsburgh in 1952.

MARY TYLER MOORE (Laura Petrie, Mary Richards}
Was Happy Hotpoint, the dancing elf, in
1955 commercials.

JUDD HIRSCH (Alex Reiger}
Appeared as a DJ in a Listerine
commercial.

DESI ARNAZ (Ricky Ricardo}
First job was cleaning canary cages.

AGNES MOOREHEAD (Endora}
Made her film debut as Charles Foster
Kane's mother in Citizen Kane.
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IT'S A BIRD, IT'S A PLANE
IT·'S ... A DIVING BOARD!
George Reeves, who portrayed TV's Superman,
needed a whole ground crew to fly the friendly
skies. Most of the time, they hung the hefty
"Man of Steel" from wires as if he were laundry
(a fan supplied the wind). To ensure swanlike
"take-offs," they hid a springboard behind
scenery (notice you never see his toes). And,

for scenes where he soars above
Metropolis, surveying his

~

vast domain, they
'~- _ ~-') made him lie face

down on a glass cof­
fee table like a large.

Kryptonite--fearing knick-knack.
The cityscape was added later.

Dale Hrabi

t
•

e

A

N

N

A

N

V

R

s

A

s

e

A

1
1903 LAWRENCE WELK BORN

e,
"" 1926 NBC, THE FIRST TV

NETWORK, IS CREATE

1900 THE WORD
·TELEVISION" IS COINED BY A
FRENCHMAN NAMED PERSKY!

1928 SCHENECTADY, NY, IS
HOME TO THE FIRST TV SET.
ITS SCREEN IS ONE AND A HALF
SUARE INCHES

1928 THE FIRST LISTING OF
A TV PROGRAM IN A NEWSPAPER
(THE NEW YORK TIMES)

1937 GILBERT SELDES
WRITES "ERRORS OF TELEVISION"
FOR THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY,
MAKING HIM THE FIRST TV CRITIC

o

1947 THE FIRST DRAMATIC
SERIES, KRAFT TELEVISION THEATER,
BEGINS AIRING ON NBC

1947 THE FIRST SITCOM, MARY
KA Y AN JOHNNY, BEGINS AIRING
ON THE DUMONT NETWORK
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THE CRYING NUN
Sometimes, special
effects flop, misfire or
even render the star senseless. "
Two of our favorite Defective Effects:
• Supposedly, the Flying Nun
achieves lilt-off when the wind
catches her headpiece and
"the lift plus thrust is
greater than the load plus
drag." The harsh reality:
The crew slung Sally r
Field in a harness and hoisted her up \ 1to 75 feet in the air. Unfortunately, it
left her crying. "It pinched my waist so hard," she
said, "that I would occasionally pass out."
• The / Dream of Jeannie folks spent weeks
perfecting a method to make Jeannie vanish in a
cunning pull of smoke. Perfect, except the
process kept shrinking her silk chiffon pants.-0.H.
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Ten of these mangled monikers were actually used on
Bewitched by Endora, Serena, Arthur or Maurice. The
other 10 we made up. Can you tell which are which?
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9. Derwood
10. Derweed
11. Darius
12. Dorkums
13. Deanna Durbin
14. Dim Sum
15. Dillweed
16. Darwood
17. Donald
18. Dimwad
19. Doofus
20. Dumpbin

A
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SAMANTHA'S NASAL GIFTEDNESS
• The Samantha Twitch-the cute nose wiggle that
triggers all her witchery-was pure serendipity.
Elizabeth Montgomery was born with the knack, so
Bewitched producer/director William Asher, who
was married to Montgomery, decided to build the
fortuitous talent into her character.
• When Samantha needed a kitchen clean-up, she'd
rinkle her nose, raise her arms and presto! Every

crumb- and stew-encrusted dish went pool! But as
Elizabeth Montgomery said in 1964, witchcraft isn't
all it's zapped up to be. "I sort of went swoosh with
my arms raised, then had to leave them up in the
air-aching-while the crew rushed in and swept and

dusted to get [Ly the kitchen immaculate
before the scene ,resumed." The star had to play

freeze-tag a lot-each time an
object appeared or disappeared­
thereby achieving excellent
upper-arm muscle tone.-0.H.

l. Dipsy
2. Dumbo
3. Dudley
4. Darwin
5. Dunsinane

s

6. Dum-Dum
7. Dagwood
8. Dobbin
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-GINA Hill. BEWITCHED FAN CLUB PRESIDENT
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1960 THE FIRST ACT OF NETWORK
OBSCENITY CENSORSHIP, JACK PAAR
IS BLEEPED WHILE SAYING "WATER
CLOSET" ON THE TONIGHT SHOW

1960 MY THREE SONS PREMIERES
r.

1960 THE NIXON-KENNEDY DEBATES

1960 THE FIRST PRIME-TIME CARTOON
SERIES, THE FLINTSTONES, PREMIERES

1961 THE THRILL OF VICTORY AND
THE AGONY OF DEFEAT-ABC'S WIDE
WORLD OFSPORTS PREMIERES

1961 CAR 54, WHERE ARE YOU?
PREMIERES '

tr.Ahi
1961 LAST EPISODE OF I LOVE LUCY

1961 THE DICK VAN DYKE
SHOWPREMIERES

1962 LAST EPISODE OF ALFRED
HITCHCOCK PRESENTS

1962 THE LUCY-DESI COMEDY HOUR (A COLLECTION OF
HOUR-LONG SPECIALS THAT RAN DURING SUMMERS) 1963 MUTUAL OF OMAHA'S WILD
PREMIERES KINGDOM PREMIERES

1962 THE LUCY SHOW (LUCY'S POST-
DESI SERIES, IN WHICH SHE PLAYED A
WACKY WIDOW) PREMIERES

1963 LAST EPISODE OF CAR 54,
WHERE ARE YOU?

••••••
1962 BIG YEAR FOR BOWLING!cfJ.. · 1963 THE PAT~TY
THERE ARE 11,476 ALLEYS s DUKE SHOW %

AND 163,323 LANES! PREMIERES «
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TV, The Winky Dink

t

•
2. TURN YOUR ENTIRE HOME-WIRING SYSTEM

•
INTO A GIANT TV ANTENNA!
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The urge to improve on an
design is an American institution. One
device that's been around since the earl
'(0s is purported to convert vour home's

Marve Screen Enterprises, Inc wiring system into a super-sensitive anten­
na. Simply attach one end to the antenna
outlet of the TV and plug the other end
into an electrical outlet. Of course, if such

Nl

R
a device actually improved reception,
"fatrers would build the circuit-e""orse frs «e

3. COLOR FROM A BLACK-ANO-WHITE TV, PART I .

I

q

Wee lucky. The gadgets we we to enhance
our TVviewingremote controls, VCRs, cable
converters and satellite dishesactually
work. Pioneering TV watchers weren't so for­
tunate. For them, life on the viewingfrontier
was one continuous search for ways to
improve the television experience. The fact
that most of their gizmos didn't work was
beside the point. After old War II ushered
in such breakthroughs as jet engines, syn­
thetic materials and atomic eneg, many
Americans believed technology could solve
any problem known to humankind. T
gadgets were tokens ofthatfaith.

i j

In the early '50s, most people couldn't
afford a color set, Some of them
bought a color wheel instead. This disk

'E
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1. HOW TO KEEP UP WITH THE JONESES.
In theI940s, most TVs had 7- or Io-inch
screens. If you bought a 7-inch model,
vour neighbors-if thev knew the
• " «

rules-would buy a IO-inch model. That
meant you had to buy a bank-breaking
l2-inch set. The more affordable wav to
win the game was to buy a plastic panel
filled with oil, which magnified vour
7-inch screen to I2
inches. Who cared
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A LOOK BACK AT VINTAGE TV GADGETS by Mark Frauenfetaer ffá
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about the atrocious im,1ge dist or- 'the bottom, red in the middle and ,;lue '-': :ç·t~. \·.
tion, stains on the carpet from leaks. along the top. Perfect for a scene of a „"i b4$·
and a lens that clouded over in cold fire truck roaring across a meadow on a },ß/
weather-you were now top dog in sunny day. g $%„$ii};

the neighborhood! #s: o "gd?
5. WINK Y DINK OVER-INTERACTIVETV. «pi$£2l$$%$

a jg ±8$$%$
inky Dink and You, a cartoon $5?

««et 1os. ss cary #$$$;&pz$
attempt at intcrarti\'e TV. Ki~Í~ from· •

0f~~I' !_·
all over the county setfitscents to ff&

a PO. box in New York Ci to •Ek,
receive their Winky Dink Kit, which sf$j
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contained an Official Magic Window (a „kè
sheet of plastic to go over the TVscreen), „$2t$.3

four erasable Magic Crayons and aMagic s$$
.• i .... ,. • '. • • ~ ·< .. ' \ .. '.;··_...·{_; ~-_.: ... ,.·.• .)¡,_;
Erasing Cloth. Windy Dint fans ""€ " jg
instructed to draw objects ontheplastic $$

A ' ••, ,'.. • •,·~• .,-s,; . ..;,,_i"•··· • t•, •f <.",

sheet to help the cartoon character get ·3t£
ou ota hght sot.Forente,irwni, j"fi,
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ask viewers to draw him abridge. Of $$"-
course. even kits «hohad't boughthe f$77
it sowta us to he» wkPj%9" @± +
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NCONSCIOUS IN SP.

existing

of see-through plastic, tinted in three
colors, revolved in front of a black-and-
white TV, in sync with a special signal in
the broadcast. Sometimes it actuallv
worked, but just barely, and constant syn­
chronization problems quickly sent the
color wheel spinning to the graveyard of
bad ideas.

4. COLOR FROM A BLACK-AND-WHITE TV, PART II.
For people who couldn't deal with the
hassle, expense and futility of color
wheels, there were sheets of transparent
multi-colored acetate that attached to

the screen. These had three horizontal
stripes of color: green on

r°
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1967 TWIGGY BECOMES AN
AMERICAN MODELING SENSATION

1967 LAST EPISODE OF THE
LUCY-DESI COMEDYHOUR

1968 ROWANK MARTIN'S
LAUGH-INPREMIERES

se
1968 LAST EPISODE OF I SPY

1968 THE 6HOSTANMRS. MUIR
PREMIERES. HOPE LANGE PLAYS THE
FIRST SINGLE MOM OM A SITCOM

1969 WOODSTOCK

1968 LAST EPISODE OF THEMOIIIEES ,.....,à· 1969 NEil
ARMSTRONG

1968 LAST EPISODE OF THECYsow d , DOES THE FIRST
MOONWALK

e

lll:« ' =

' "'; s
1969 TINY TIM MARRIES MISS
VICKI ON THE TONIGHTSHOW

1970 LAST EPISODE
OF I DREAM OF JEANNIE

1970 THE MARY TYLER
MOORESHOWPREMIERES

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1970 LAST EPISODE OF DRAGNET

1970 LAST EPISODE OF SETSMART

1970 THEPARTRIDGE
FAMILYPREMIERES
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Q: What I most want to know is whether
Desi and Lucy got back together.
A: I would say probably no. I have
worked with a lot of people in the field
of past-life regression. You see, different
people are on different levels, as far as
soul advancement. Lucy, I have always
felt-just from watching reruns and
all-she was an older, more advanced
soul. Desi was a younger, more beginner
soul. It didn't strike me that he had a lot
of past-life experience. So I would say,
probably not. It's rare that a couple would
wind up together on the other side.

Q: What's it like in the hereafter?
A: When you "leave"and you just hap­
pened to get a psychic who personally
had a near-death experience-when you
leave and you go to the other side, there
are a bunch of greeters. Not to shock
you, but it looks as if you stumbled into a
'50s or '60s church picnic.

As communicated

@#TR5s
Q: Okay, what's Redd Foxx up to?
A: Redd's still there. He'll come back as
a religious leader.
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Q: George Reeves (Superman)?
A: Now this is a funny thing. George is
communicating, and has been for some
time, with a person from another TV
show. And though it's not Buddy Ebsen,
it's someone from The Beverly Hillbillies.

Q: What about Bill Bixby?
A: I see him as good with children.
Perhaps he would be a head of an
orphanage.

Q: Natalie Wood?
A: IfNatalie's got any message she wants
people to understand, it's in a movie she
made that didn't do very well. And the
name of the movie is Inside Daisy Clover.

Q: Bob Crane?
A: I'm not feeling anything. He may
already be back in India somewhere, for
all I know.

/ u•
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WE ASKED THE PSYCHIC FRIENDS NETWORK

TO GO CHANNELING WITH US.

Q; Andy Kaufman?
A: Not picking anything up.

Q: Buffy on Family Affair?
A: Nothing.

Q: Phil Silvers?
A: Phil is back. Phil will be in film again,
and people will wonder why this person,
when they see this person on film, feels
so familiar. Phil will be doing comedy
again, and Phil will be female.

4e
Q: Ruth Gordon? ~~ (Ä" N

A: She's a guide of mine! ß. l.
She helps me in my read- j
ings. She was an amazing per-
son, a very determined person. And in
death, she is using psychics to help peo-
ple on this side. She is a very old soul,
with some kind of American Indian
character inside her. She taught me that
what you're supposed to do is to stop
and lift the common man's burden long
enough so that he can rest and find his
way. You don't solve it for him-you just
give him a small break. And that's one of
the little things that's still kicking
around inside me from Ruth.

Q: Mr. Ed?
A: Mr. Ed? A horse? I'm sorry, I don't do
horses.

SHOCKING MISTER ED THEORIES
How did Mister Ed talk himself hoarse? (We refer, of
course, to the blabby palomino who from 1961 to
1966 redefined the "talking animal" illusion.) While
we know that actor Allan "Rocky" Lane actually
delivered the droll asides, the truly nagging
question-how'd the crew make those drooly horse
lips move?-is the Holy Grail of TV trivia. The produc­
ers remain tight-lipped. Many theories are floated,
CIA-style, perhaps just to keep us guessing. Let's
review three oft-cited answers.

The Marionette Theory. Orion Television, Mister
Eds syndicators, claimed Ed's lips were manipulated
off-camera with a nylon string.

The Peanut Butter Theory. Alan Young, who played
Wilbur, said that a Jif-like sticky substance was
placed on Ed's upper gums. As he tried to remove it,
his lips leapt to life.

The Electric Shock Technique. A dark-horse theory,
it suggests that Ed was systematically
zapped. Unlikely, given the protective
nature of Ed's trainer, claims Nancy
Naiven, author of The Famous Mister

Ed. You decide.D.H.
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1975 THIS YEAR'S BIG CHRISTMAS
GIFT, THE PET ROCK [1] 1977 BILLY CRYSTAL

PORTRAYS TV'S FIRST RECURRING
GAY CHARACTER ON SOAP

1978 LAST EPISODE OF THE BOB
NEWHART SHOW

1978 THE WHITE SHADOW PREMIERES
1975 OVER 20 MILL::-& 1977 LAST EPISODE OF THE
MOOD RINGS SOLD!~ MARY TYLERMOORE SHOW

1977 THE FARRAH FLIPOUT,
A BLOW-DRIED, CURLING-IRONED
SPECTACULAR, APPEARS ON
HEADS NATIONWIDEI...
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1978 MORK MINDY PREMIERES

1978 TAXI PREMIERES

1977 ROOTS AIRS, BECOMING THE MOST­
WATCHED DRAMATIC SHOW IN TV HISTORY t.

2± "z

1981 LAST EPISODE OF
THE WHITE SHADOW

1982 LAST EPISODE OF MORKMINY

1983 LAST EPISODE OE TAXI 1985 NICK AT NITE LAUNCHES!
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6/28/60 THE MANY LOVES OF DOBIE GILLIS "A Tastefor Lobster"
My first acting role. Played overachieving pre-teen who ran baby-sitting service
that raked in cash. My mother said I was great.

12/4/60 GENERAL ELECTRIC THEATER "Learn to Say Good-bye"
Ronald Reagan, as my father, told me I had to sell my prize steer at a Future
Farmers ofAmerica auction. Cried for first time (on camera). Consoled by future
president. Called "dahling" by director Ida Lupino.

9/29/61 THE TWILIGHT ZONE "The Shelter"
My family had the only bomb shelter on the block. When nuclear war threatened
we kept panicked neighbors out. A warm tale of the cold war.

11/19/61 LASSIE "Joey"
As young Joey, was blinded in an accident, and Lassie was given to me as guide
dog. The dog was an imperious and pampered star, yet well-coiffed and talented.

1963-65 WAGON TRAIN castmember
Played BarnabyWest. Rode horses, chased bad guys, had first love affair (on camera).

1/12/67

MICHAEL BURNS

DRAGNET '67 "The Big LSD"
Played Blue Boy (see p.16). My long hair and talent for staring into space (see
HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION THEATRE below), impressed Jack Webb, who was a lovely
man with intelligence, humor and the fanciest gold-trimmed Cadillac ever.

9/3/68 GUNSMOKE "The Hide Cutters"
James Arness kept me laughing hysterically; he was the funniest actor I ever met,
bar none. Just before the camera rolled, he'd parody his Matt Dillon character
with off-color jokes. I'd collapse laughing. Did lots of takes.

5/17/70 HOLLYWOOD TELEVISION THEATRE "The Andersonville Trial"
Emmy-award-winning PBS drama, directed by George C. Scott and starring
William Shatner, Martin Sheen and others. Played young, shell-shocked Civil War
soldier who said very little and stared into space (see DRAGNET '67 above).

10/8/71 THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY "The Undergraduate"
Played student (pictured above) with crush on Shirley Jones, which, in fact, was
true. Every morning on the set, I asked Shirley to sing the theme song from
Carousel She'd sing, and I'd swoon.

2/2/73 LOVE, AMERICAN STYLE "Love and the Mail Room"
Shared an apartment with Victoria Principal, yet, we were 'Just friends." My most
demanding role.
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NCE UPON A MORE

ENLIGHTENED TIME
a sleeping person of better- than-

average attractiveness would

not have to wait for a

prince to rescue her . . .

She'd save herself

with these and other

modern tales.

From the author of the
#I New York Times Bestseller
[licatly Correct Bedtime Stories

MACMILLAN BOOKS
aso Avatar noM
$MON 4 $Must£
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ALL RIGHT, PAL, cut along the dotted lines, including the small notches on the tabs. Slide or tape the notches together.

If you want to use the props, cut a small slot between each character's arm and torso, then insert the tab of the prop.

Tape the white band below the car against the edge of a table and your scene is set. Now keep your hands where we can see them.
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CLAASSIC 'IT DOESN'T JUST HADDEN.

Hirst there has to be a classic idea, then classic casting, and,

at the last minute, classic desperate re-tooling.Itisa very

delicate process. As you'll see from the following examples,

one slip either way and your favorite 'I show could

have been another Joanie Loves Chachi If your favorite

TT show is Joanie Loves Chachi forget we said anything.

)/.-
)
/
/

From Bram
to Screen
WHERE DO TV SHOWS COME FROM?

" by Daniel Radosh

Illustrations by Melinda Beck

•
THE DICK VAN
DYHE SHOW

THE IDEA Carl Reiner (above right), a television comedy writer who
lives on Bonnie Meadow Road in New Rochelle, New York, envi­
sions a show about...a television comedy writer who lives on
Bonnie Meadow Road in New Rochelle, New York. The charac­
ters in the first script are heavily influenced by Reiner's col­
leagues on Your Show ofShows: Alan Sturdy resembles Sid Caesar,
Buddy Sorrell is Mel Brooks-like and Sally Rogers is a compos­
ite of comedy writers Lucille Kallen and Selma Diamond.

THE FIRST DRAFT In 1959, CBS screens a pilot for Head of theFamily,
starring Reiner as Robert Petrie (that's Pee-tree, for now), a

)

)

1

4¢g
¢. -~·efe

writer for The Alan Sturdy Show. Laura Petrie is played by
Barbara Britton. Afterward, CBS politely tells Reiner that while
the writing is funny, well...something is lacking. Executive
Producer Sheldon Leonard joins the project, and quickly sets
about recasting.

ALMOST STARRING Johnny Carson and Elizabeth Montgomery.

OTHER TITLES TOSSED AROUND The Full House, Double Trouble, All in a Day's
Work, Two Loves Have I, Mommy! Daddy 's Home.

FINE TUNING Laura is originally written as Rob's straight woman.
When newcomer Mary Tyler Moore (whose most famous pre­
DVD role was as a pair of legs on the series Richard Diamond,
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I DREAM OFJEANNIE ENTERTAINMENT TONIGHT FLIPPER THEMARY TYLER MOORE SHOW
N

(color version) (1980s version)
And you know Flipper, he's not a fish Seen this one a hundred

Jeannie, found in the sand Entertainment Tonight! He's warm-blooded times or more H

By Tony, astronaut man (Budabahbahbah) He never fails You would think I'd tire of it
The censors, her navel they did ban Where the news is all light He hasn't got scales By now it should be all quite a bore A

(Ladeedeedahdeedah) But I still have my eyes glued to it
Where every movie's a smash and a hit And you know Flipper, hasn't got gills I can't turn away, I just stare N

(Bump badum-badump)
And Mary's voice can cause a fit He's a mammal and sit through it N

Skin like fine alabaster Just like Mark Hamill
Her blink, it courts disaster Called ET by our fans And Socrates I can't tear myself away from Mary

V

He calls, she says "Yes, Master, dear" (Boingyboingyboo) Sat through this so many
Tesh's a renaissance man And we know Flipper, Flipper times it's scary E

Sometimes, Jeannie is small but (Coochycoochycoo-oo) He's not a porpoise I've got the whole thing memorized R

0-ther times, not at all Can't say his music is hep He's never been I've got the whole thing memorized s
Often, a cute puff of smoke is all she is Yanni has more fans and so does Cause he's a dolphin (Toss hat)

Johnny Depp A

(By the way, and) And we know dolphins R

Thirty minutes well spent They have a snout that is beaklike
Oh, yes, didn't we mention et (Chingachingaching) And that's what we like

All that sexual tension We cover every event On our TV
Plus a certain affection true (Dingalingalinga) 60 MINUTES s

Your host's an automaton p

Ponytail on her head And the sound bites they go on Tick Tick Tick Tick Tick Tick E

She sleeps alone in her bed and on and on
Until the day she and Nelson wed

e

Where the profiles are fluff

I I
(Badump bump bump!) (Tickatickatong) A

But we can't get enough -Lyrics by Anne D. Bernstein
(chimichangalinglong)

~
Where the famous are wed and unwed 23

And P.R. is to us forcefed!

□ R $
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Suzie Schaeffer's nonconformist poet boyfriend,
Harold, desecrated Major Nelson's convertible
by writing "Make love, not war" on it.

In 1968, an area
known as Beautiful
Downtown Burbank
became a magnet
for way-out weirdos
when Rowan and
Martin took up
residence.

In Cocoa Beach, Florida, General
Schaeffer's hippie-chick daughter threw
an ear-splitting, mind-blowing, strobe-lit
party in Major Nelson's house.

Mercifully, in 1970, a family in San
Pueblo, California, finally ended this bad
trip. The Partridge Family's sanitized
version of the counterculture was so
wholesome that they effectively killed it
off for good.

(Of course, a flashback cropped
up several years later, in the form
of a lone ex-hippie named Jim
lgnatowski. But as a New York
City taxi driver, this burnout posed
no threat to decent citizens who
lived elsewhere.)

o
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By Mary Clarke

When designer Marc Jacobs
sent his first group of models
marching down the runway for
his spring '94 show, one could­
n't help thinking it was like a
twisted version of The Mary Tyler
Moare Show. Lurking beneath
the fuschia lip gloss and
marabou feather boas was the
soul of Mary Richards. Knee­
length skirts worn with tight
argyle sweaters and skinny belts,
trenchcoats with big flapping
collars--these were all clothes
an associate producer at WIM
would wear. Had Jacobs been
thinking about Mary? "I always
think about Mary," he says.
"Her clothes were just so great."

Rather than the grunge-y,
Brady Bunch, droopy-bell-bot­
tom version of '70s fashion,
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LET THOSE FANCY EUROPEAN COUTURIERS

BE INFLUENCED BY PAINTINGS AND LITERATURE.

SOME AMERICAN FASHION DESIGNERS FIND

INSPIRATION FROM THEIR FAVORITE TV SHOWS.

this was a grown-up, glam­
orous look, accessorized with
pocketbooks, veils and circle
pins. The collection was a hit,
the press went wild, and a
whole new strain of '70s
revisionism was born.

Jacobs isn't the only big-name
designer whose muse is the
quavery-voiced career gal. "It's
all about Mary Tyler Moore,"
proclaims Todd Oldham. "I
love Mary's green cut-out
dress her prostitute friend
made her." Indeed, Oldham is
best known for his similarly
eye-popping outfits, worn to
perfection by such celebrities
as Susan Sarandon and Fran
Drescher. He also loves
Bewitched's Samantha. "Her
suits were wonderful, and

•

when she was Serena, her
cousin, she dressed divine!"

Isaac Mizrahi has more than
enough TV Land inspiration
to go around. He ticks off his
favorite fashion moments:
"Laura Petrie in tight black
boatneck dresses, Lucy in
split-skirt housedresses with
capri pants, Mary Richards in
tight poorboy sweaters and
wrap A-line skirts." Mizrahi's
collections have included his
own modern takes on these
themes. He says reverently,
"When I have a rare, quiet
moment at home, Nick at Nite
is my salvation."

It's not just the high-fashion
designers who adopt looks
from TV Land. X-Large is best

#si
e;9»

8

..

known for casual clothes
inspired by skateboarders and
coverall-wearing workers. (A
staple of rappers' and punks'
wardrobes, the company is co­
owned by Mike D of the
Beastie Boys.) Now X-Large is
sharpening up its once-baggy
silhouettes. For Eric Bonerz, a
designer at X-Large, style is
synonymous with Rob Petrie.
"He's neat and orderly," says
Bonerz. "That's what I'm into
now. When Rob comes home
from work, he changes into
something more casual, but
still neat, like a sweater. He
takes his suit off. I'm into the
same thing-having a neat at­
home outfit. Something I'd
change into when people are
coming over for dinner. That's
really cool."
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Daisy Von Furth: "Maynard
G. Krebs, Jacques Cousteau,
Samantha...And you can't
forget today's newscasters,
like Peter Jennings, who
brings this English style
onto TV."

Eric Bonerz: "Rob Petrie,
Ricky Ricardo, Mannix, the
guys on Mission: Impossible,
space-show clothes, like in
Space: 1999."

Bonerz has special reasons to
feel drawn to the tube-His
father is actor/director Peter
Bonerz, best known as Jerry
the orthodontist on The Bob
Newhart Show. Did his father's
show inspire him? "Bob
Newhart had maybe the ugliest
outfits on TV," he laughs. "I
mean, my dad had an Afro!
I'm into more ofa Brooks
Brothers, dressier look. Like
Ricky Ricardo. He's incredible."

Daisy Von Furth, a designer at
X-Girl (X-Large's sister com­
pany) finds inspiration all
over TV Land. "Bewitched was
very influential, " she says.
"Samantha was always chic
and well-groomed. She'd just
throw on a dress that zipped
up the back and was comfy

The Designers'
Best-Dressed
HALL OF FAME
Todd Oldham: "Mary
Richards, Samantha, Endora,
Lucy, the two guys on
Dragnet."

Isaac Mizrahi: "Laura Petrie,
Lucy, Mary Richards."
Runners-up: "Agent 99,
Samantha. And even Ethel
Mertz had her moments."

Marc Jacobs: "Mary
Richards, Marlo Thomas as
That Girl, Patty Duke...I
liked both but the wilder
cousin is better.."
Amazing trivial fact: Patty
Duke, in real life, was Marc
Jacobs' babysitter.
"I also liked the costumes
on Batman, the 'cartooni­
ness' of them."

but also very neat-looking.
And Larry Hagman was so
cute in IDream ofJeannie. I
liked his hairdo. I also like
nature documentaries.
There's this wildlife guide
jacket everyone wears, a
brushed nylon parka with a
hood. We're doing something
based on thatjacket. Very PBS."

Among her newest designs,
Von Furth says, is "a short­
sleeved beatnik tee [above]
also known as the 'Jacques­
Cousteau deckhand shirt.'
Jacques Cousteau is a big
influence. He had that great
beat/French intellectual look,
and the vibe around the boat
was so cool." Another beatnik,
Maynard G. Krebs (as por­
trayed by Bob Denver), is Von

Furth's personal muse. "Lately
I've been wearing a tight gray
sweatshirt and jeans rolled up
at the bottom with desert
boots," she reports. Denver
crops up elsewhere: "Our X­
Girl tennis hat we made last
year was totally Gilligan."

"I kiss my TV every day!" says
Von Furth, her voice rising.
"TV is our lifeline! I think it
made me smarter."

The slightly more rational
Isaac Mizrahi says, "Television
was a very essential part of my
formative style education. I
think the classic ladies of
TV-like Lucy, Laura and
Mary-set ongoing standards
for true American style and
taste."





THE CRITICS' FIRST REACTIONS TO

Bewitched,

Bothered
It's no wonder TV critics get testy-you try
"appraising" Hee Haw sometime. Still, critics are
às prone to bouts of cluelessness as the rest of us.
In 1966, for instance, one New York Times reviewer
wrote of Batman, "Television's great and lasting gift
has been to demonstrate that there is no bottom to
its barrel." Today, of course, the series is consid­
ered one of the seminal works of television culture.

We decided to open the vaults and check the crit­
ics' initial reviews of some other cult favorites. Their
record? Pretty hit and miss. When Mork & Mindy
debuted in 1978, for example, the critics crowded
onto the Robin Williams spacewagon ("Say nanoo­
nanoo to a new hit," Variety squealed). But when
Dick Van Dyke, another supernaturally talented guy,
arrived in 1961, they were clueless ("...for those for
whom yet another bland, harmless 'happy show for
happy people' is about as compelling as a popsicle
at the North Pole, this new series could not exactly
be regarded as an exciting experience to be awaited
with impatience each week"). As for how other
classics fared, see for yourself:

THE STINKER00 A

- TeSeptember 1964 q
Gilligan's IslandA traumatic experience
for most critics, the premiere left them
gasping in pain. "It is difficult to believe
that Gilligan's Island was written, direct­
ed and filmed by adults...I can only
assume they were motivated by avarice
alone," hypothesized the San Francisco
Chronicle. "Strained pathetically for
laughs," Variety sniffed. "I have a feeling
the cannibals will get them soon," added
the San Francisco News Call Bulletin.
Clearly, the critics missed the boat, If
not for the courage of the fearless audi­
ence-who nurtured it through three
seasons and countless reunion movies
this sitcom would be lost today.

The Partridge Family Te Christia
Science Monitor found them "faintly
funny," but the groovy velour trouba­
dours had few other fans. "There are a
number of negative things to say about
The Partridge Family, if you want to jump
up and down on a cripple," wrote The Neu»
York Times. The Newark Evening News was
perplexed: "I felt like an eavesdropper at
a teenage freak-out." And Variety scoffed:
"Even the teenage girls who buy records
[won't believe] the 'Partridge' kids could
make it in today's record market." Wrong
again: When Keith shook his shag and
cooed, "I Think I Love You," the feeling
was mutual. By December, the "cripple"
had climbed into the Nielsen Top 10.

"z"• 'Ws

The Bradys vs. The Critics
In the '60s, TV reviewers suffered at the hands of hillbillies and castaways,
but they always kept their pride. Till the one day when the Bradys met the
Critics. Nobody had a hunch that the bunch would survive, let alone defeat
the brave reviewers. Here, the three stages of Total Critic Collapse, as doc­
umented in Variety's reviews of The Brady Bunch over three seasons.

BREEZY REJECTION-
"Sitcom concerns two losers with three
sprats apiece hitching up again...[should soon
be] extinct from Nielsen malnutrition."
-0ctober 1969
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FAVORITE SHOWS

by Dale Hrabi
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"Headed for
a downdraft!"

-The New,,,. llme< ~. --
eptember 8, 1967 ~.,,._,,

± «,"»The Flying Mun married the concepts
of two hit movies: airborne spinsters,
(Mary Poppins) and cloying nuns (The
Sound of Music), but promptly ran into
turbulence. "It perpetuates every known
vice in television," Variety observed. "Of
course, I know we are partly to blame
because of our ridiculous outfits,"
admitted Sister Cecile, a real nun quot­
ed by syndicated columnist Hal
Humphrey. The producers protested,
claiming the show was "bringing God
one step closer to America." Never a hit,
the nun nevertheless lasted three sea­
sons and has a spirited following today.

lLove Lucyjust how powerful were spon­
sors in TV's early days? Well, Variety's
review of Lucy's debut gave more ink to
the tobacco-hawking sponsor than the
star: "CBS and Philip Morris fell heir
Monday night to one of the slickest TV
entertainment shows to date," it began.
"The preem [that's reviewer-ese for "pre­
miere"] was a resounding click." When
the smoke had cleared, it was obvious
that Lucy had lit a fire; within I2 weeks, it
vas the number-one show.

"SWEET 'SPELL'
OF SUCCESS ...

A WINNER!"

N

y
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-The New York Daily News,
September 18, 1964 R
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., ....
+ "Should sell lots

of cigarets!"
-Variety, October 17, 1951
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Bewitchedcritics loved this novelty sitcom,
if only because it let them make endless
hocus-pocus jokes: "ABC-TV has little rea­
son to be either bothered or bewildered
by the audience potential of Bewitched...
All indications point to a hit," Variety
enthused. TV Guide agreed: "Pure magic­
the season's high." In those pre-swinging
'60s, the critics went nuts trying to decon­
struct star Elizabeth Montgomery's
"demure" sex appeal, and the folks at
home, just as googly-eyed, made it the
year's number-two show, after Bonanza.
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PAINED DISBELIEF:
"Perhaps due to a streak of masochism run­
ning through the Nielsen sample, this lumpen
sitcom is aroundfor another season..."
-September 1970

N

POUTY DEFEAT-
"Like no family ever seen in real life...But
apparently the Nelsenfolks like it that way."
-September 1971
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HOW TO KISS
BY BECKY BURCHAM

PHOTOS YTO COLLAS

If you've forgotten how
Barbarino-obsessed
America was,
take a look at these
fob excerpts from
'70s teen mags!
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Teen Life Combined:
Summer Spectacular,
10/77

JOHN TRAVOLTA CONFESSES:
WHO AND WHAT HE LOVES!

...He LOVES girls!Especially
those who are intelligent, fun
to be with, have a sense of
humor similar to his own, and
who are feminine and not
pushy and domineering...

John LOVES to be romantic!
His idea of a perfect date is a
good home-cooked dinner
followed by an evening spent
sitting in front of a cozy fire­
place, with some pretty back­
ground music playing, and
just talk...

John LOVES being loved! And
you can be sure he LOVES
you right back!

From Tiger Beat
Super Special,
June/July 1978

"MY PERFECT WEDDING WOULD
BE ... "

Song:
Traditional Wedding March

PlaceHeld:
Small chapel or at home

Size, Style:
Private. Friends and
family only

Double Ring Ceremony?
Yes

Wear Tuxedo? No,
probably 3-piece suit

Honeymoon Spot:
It's a secret!

From Teen Pin-Ups, 11/77

JOHN TRAVOLTA:
CAN YOU PASS HIS KISSING TEST?

Imagine John Travolta's handsome face coming closer and closer
to yours, his lips moving toward you, his blue eyes looking deep
into your eyes. Imagine his lips touching your lips, so softly, so
tenderly. You close your eyes and drift into the wonderful
dreamworld of that moment, and you wish it could last forever...
If you've ever wondered if you're the kind of girl John Travolta
would want to kiss, here's a little quiz that will help you find out....

...4. You think a dimple in the
middle of a guy's chin is

A. very sexy.
B. silly-looking.
C. nice, but not very special.

...8. You think music is
A. great to dance to.
B. a lot of noise.
C. an important part of life ....

... 6. If you were with John and
a strange girl rushed up to
him and threw her arms
around him, you would

A. pull him away as fast as
you could.

B. step back a little and
wait for John to join you again.

C. turn purple with anger
and give him the silent treat­
ment for the rest of the
evening.

ANSWERS:
... 4. The best answer is A. John's

not vain about his dimple, but he

is glad he has it because he feels

it makes him just a little bit dif­

ferent from everyone else .

... 6. The best answer is B. Any girl

who goes out with John has to

accept the fact that he'll be rec­

ognized and approached by
fans.... Jealousy is a no-no.

... 8. The best answer is C ....A girl

who doesn't like music wouldn't

last very long in his world....

•
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TRAVOLTA TEEN MANIAI!
From Grooves Presents
Travolta, 7/78

From 16 Magazine,
5/76 and 6/76 •

JOHN TRAVOLTA TELLS ALL!
A PRIVATE INTERVIEW

Can you cook? What are your
favorite foods?

I really dislike cooking-but I
love to eat! My favorite foods
are Italian ( especially
lasagna), Chinese (moshu
pork [sic] is my fave dish),
and all kinds of seafood....

JOHN TRAVOLTA BARES ALL!
A REVEALING INTERVIEW

Did you know people in
Hollywood are calling you a

sex symbol-like Marlon
Brando?

Yeah ... it's very flattering, but I
don't seriously pay much
attention to what "people in
Hollywood" say. I know they
can be very fickle and they
may think I'm sexy today­
and a drip tomorrow!...

What kind of clothes do you
like to see girls wear?

.. .I like to see a girl show taste
in the clothes she wears­
clothes that complement her
figure best....My favorite
material is jersey-like-I think
that's very sexy on almost
everyone!...

/9f-357-Aeldt f
IN THE TABLEAU ABOVE, A GABE KOTTER
DOLL SHARES A QUIET MOMENT WITH THE
SWEATHOG DOLLS. BELOW, THEIR
PORTABLE VINYL CLASSROOM._

SUPERSTAR STATISTICS!

Real Name:
John Travolta
Place of Birth:
Englewood, New Jersey
Parents: Helen (nee Burke)
and Salvatore Travolta
Date of Birth:
February 18, 1954
Zodiac Sign: Aquarius
Education: Dropped out of
Dwight Morrow High School
in the 10th grade
Religion: Scientology
Favorite Clothes: Blue jeans
Favorite Car:
Classic '55 T-bird
Favorite Singer:
Barbra Streisand
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From Tiger Beat Star,
4/78, and Teen
Super Star, I /77

__,)

JOHN'S MAIL BAG!

Dear John:
What's your favorite

color to wear for clothes? I
know your favorite color is
blue...is it for clothes, too?

Linda L.

Dear Linda:
Yes, it is! I like blues

and browns. Mostly light
blues and light and dark
browns-tan, beige. Some
greens! What's your
favorite color in clothes?
The picture you sent with
your question tells me you
like blue, too!

Dear John:
Would you ever date a

girl who wore braces...or if
her skin was, well, sort of
broken out? I'm afraid I
have both...but I wanted
to know if you only date
girls who are really pretty.
Probably, since you're so
handsome!...

Bettie J.

Dear Bettie:
I've dateci both girls

with braces and skin that's
broken out. It's what's
inside a girl that counts,
not what she looks like on
the outside. Always
remember that.

QUOTABLE TRAVOLTA: -- ~[E. "...when the fickle public gets
" <p» fed up, Ill have outfoxed

"I dig girls and when I do, . them. I'll just be waiting for
I definitely do not discuss ~,. _ , • • ·, • • ~ them at the far turn with
Schopenhaur [sic]." '-- something new to psyche 'em

(Celebrity, 10/76) out with. I'm no turkey."
(Celebrity, 10/76)

"I think sex is more creative
when you're in love."

(Grooves Presents
Travolta, 7/78)

"I've often thought...if I died
tomorrow...I'd go down as a
great actor."

(TV Guide, 11/4/78)

Joh lravola. $weathoL. SerObject.MIioaire

"A man in my position could
easily become egotistical."

(Grooves Presents
Travolta, 7/78)

"A sweathog is
somebody
who, er-well,
perspires a lot
and acts like a

. "Dlg. celebrity. 10/76»

"When I first saw my name up
on a billboard, I felt it was
really glamorous. But then I
remembered the Travolta Tire
Exchange sign my father had
in NewJersey."

(People, 1/1/79)

"I love
Barbarino...
I find him
very funny
and very
appealing,
but not very
ethical and
not terribly
bright."

(TV Guide, 1/1/77)

o

WHAT HATH TRAVOLTA
WROUGHT?

• "He started to receive
ten thousand fan letters a
week-which. bv his ow
calculation, would have
cost S910,000 a vear to
answer.

(Seventeen, I1/78)

• "But if I tell her [his
mother] Im coming, she
tells the whole town. And
the next thing vou know,
all these strangers are
prowling around the
place, peeking at us and
tearing out chunks of the
house as souvenirs."

(TV Guide, 1/1/77)

:
z

• "So persuasive is his
influence that even the
Communist government
of East Germany felt com­
pelled this month to
denounce Travolta Fever
as an insidious capitalistic
threat to world vouth."

(People, 1/1/79)

• "Last summer he became
the first male ever to domi­
nate the cover of the oldest
U,S. women s magazine,
McCall's (age 102)."

(Seventeen, II 78)
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No more un-bridled affection: Post and Ed

WilburPost in
County Loony Bin

CLAIMS HORSE WAS "TALKING" TO HIM
•

BY BILLIE NEWMAN
Prominent local architect Wilbur Post, who claims that
his horse has been communicating with him for years,
was committed to the county insane asylum today in the
final episode of an arduous, celebrated trial that threat­
ened at times to rip this humble burg apart.

Outside the courthouse following the verdict, Mr.
Post's pert wife, Carol, who had sought the commitment,
sobbed, "I just couldn't rein him in anymore."

During the trial, Mrs. Post took the stand for five gru­
eling days and recounted countless examples of her
husband's odd behavior.
Mr. Post's attorney, Owen Marshall, tried every trick

in the book, to no avail. He initially scored points by
calling to the stand famed veterinarian Dr. Doolittle,
who testified that animals could indeed speak. But
DÒolittle's testimony was neutered by the appearances
of Ms. Lassie, Mr. Flipper and Mr. Gentle Ben. All they
Continued on page 4l, bottom
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DOUBLE AGENT NABBED
Sacred "Cone of Silence" Shattered

BY JOE ROSSI
Federal authorities today arrested
CONTROL agent Maxwell Smart and
charged him with 289 counts of espionage
and treason. Apparently, Mr. Smart
(known within the agency as "Agent 86)
had been passing ultra-sensitive informa­
tion to rival agency KAOS for years.
"Smart wasn't the bumbling clod he pre­
tended to be," said the FBI's Inspector
Lewis Erskine. "We're looking at a possi­
ble intelligence catastrophe."
The fallout was immediate. The vener­

able head of CONTROL, known only as
"The Chief," tendered his resignation to
Mr. Waverly, head of the United Network
Command for Law and Enforcement
(U.N.C.L.E.). An independent investiga­
tion will be headed by U.N.C.L.E.'s
Napoleon Solo and the Impossible
Missions Force's Jim Phelps.

However, even those agencies may not be
free of the taint of Smart's diabolical deeds.
Mr. Phelps, normally a man of few words
and even fewer facial expressions, revealed
that Mr. Solo's associate at U.N.C.L.E.,
Illya Kuryakin, was also arrested in connec­
tion with the Smart spy ring.
The details of Mr. Smart's arrest are as

mundane as the case is shocking. ln the
end, Mr. Smart was tripped up by his
own shoe.

PUBLISHER: Margaret Pynchon
EDITOR: Martin Lane

Out of Control: Agent Maxwell Smart a
Double Agent? If the shoe fits ... :

For six months, covert operatives
tracked Mr. Smart's conversations and
movements through his stealth shoe phone
as they waited for the supposed greeting­
card salesman to make his move.
Yesterday, they got their wish, Mr. Smart
dropped a note into a soda machine locat­
ed at a Mayberry filling station run by Mr.
Goober Pyle. Agents immediately nabbed
Smart and his partner in crime, "Agent
13," who was found hiding inside the soda
machine. Hymie the Robot, who cooperat­
ed with authorities, is now in the FBI's
Witness Protection Program and is
rumored to be living as a vacuum cleaner
somewhere in the Midwest.
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99 and a Partridge n

a Bus Jamboree
A Brief History of NICK at NITE

- g Jam#e,

0n July 1,1985, Nick at Nite went on the air with apromise
to create a home onhe TVdial tor the best shows from tele­
vision's past. The early lineupswere built around such clas
sics as The Donna Reed Shòw·andJtte 66. Of course, there

„II. II ·aere some programming missteps-National Geographic

Explorer had delightful opening theme music, but with the
exception of the "Prairie Dogs" episode, it wasn't very funny.
We also presented a bunch or old movies because, frankly,„.. +athey were the cheapest oneswe couldfind.

Then we figured it out. We realizedweneeded not only the
best shows, but also a happy, friendly home for them. So we
staked out the borders of a place called TV Landa world
where My Three Sons was accompanied by a viewers guide to the
differences between Bub and Uncle Charley; where MisterEd
appeared along with our revelation that it was actually Wilbur
who required strings and pulleys to talk; where Make Roomfor
Daddywas paired with the Floundering Fathers Survival Course,
hosted by the winners of a contest we ran for bumbling dads.

By then, Nick at Nite was sure of its mission: More thanjust
to showcase the best ofClassic TV, it was to treat our viewers to
full-service television-marathons, contests, countdowns, odd
promotions, surprising stunts and other special events.

Here are 10 highlights that helped to make our first
decade so memorable.

The Great Walls:
In 1989, we painted
murals on walls in
five cities. Behold
Cincinnati. ..

HS%aveA
WM° t!"AESNAs.

€
June 1987
THE STRING-A·THON
Co-hosted by Burt "Robin"
Ward and weatherman Lloyd
Lindsay-Young, this telethon
asked viewers to pledge their
extra string to the Nick at
Nite Big Ball of String.
It was both deeply moving
and completely meaningless.

o
November 1988
TRIBUTE TO THE BACK OF
PATTY DUKE'S HEAD
Here we honored an indis­
pensible and underappreciat­
ed co-star of The Patty Duite
Show. the bouncily coiffed,
faceless stand-in who played a
silent yet vital part in all
those Patty/Cathy dialogue
scenes. This night-long

]

z

celebration featured her most
evocative performances and
an exclusive "where is she
now?" interview.

€»
March 17, 1990
MY WILD IRISH BUB
To celebrate St. Patrick's Day,
Nick at Nite tinted episodes
ofMy Three Sons a lovely
shade of green. Five years
later, in 1995, a whole night's
worth of programming
turned emerald.
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o
May 1990
THE DONNA-THON
Our first week-long
marathon. On the air, we
discussed how watching such
a large quantity of goodness,
decency and common sense
could foster self-improve­
ment. Meanwhile, a group of
thirty Donna Reed dress-

%
'?
~-

o
July 1991
99 99's
To celebrate the addition of
Get Smart to the lineup, 99
Agent 99s in white boots and
mod dresses designed by
Betsey Johnson marched on
Times Square right).

€
July 1993
"GET BACK ON THE BUS" TOUR
We sponsored an eight-city
tour featuring David Cassidy,
Danny Bonaduce and the
Partridge Family bus (right).
The highlight: David Cassidy
performed in the middle of
Times Square at noon, to the
delighted shrieks of normally
staid office workers. Much of
the audience was shocked to

discover that they still remem­
bered the words to "I Think
I Love You."

alikes ran a marathon
through the streets of
Chicago (above).

o
Halloween Week 1990
THE DEAD-GIVE-A-WAY SWEEPSTAKES
We asked viewers to guess
how many characters would
kick the bucket during a
week-long marathon of Alfred
Hitchcock Presents. Host Wink
Martindale compared the
contest to guessing how many
jelly beans are in a jar,
but insteadof.jellybeans,'k cadavers." (Total con:
148 stiffs.)

IFANILY

...New York City...
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been lost forever, you can rest easy. In

recent years, many have been recovered.

THE LOST HONEYMOONERS SKETCHES
As recently as 10 years ago, everyone
thought that the only Honeymooners
episodes that existed were the 39 that
were broadcast in 1955 and 1956. Honey­
mooners fanatics knew there were oth­
ers-more than one hundred sketches
were performed live on Jackie Gleason's
various '50s TV variety shows-but it was
accepted that they were missing for good.
Then the Museum of Broadcasting unex­
pectedly found four live Honeymooners
episodes in the CBS film vault. When

by Ken Smith

their discovery caused such a stir, Jackie
Gleason revealed that he had saved
kinescopes (an early method of TV pro­
gram reproduction, basically the filming
of a TV screen) of his CBS programs
since 1952, including nearly all of the
Honeymooners sketches. The floodgates
had opened; Honeymooners fans are now
happily awash in their favorite sitcom.
But the most dramatic discovery was yet

to come. A woman named Wendy Werris
revealed that her recently deceased
father, Snag Werris, had a kinescope of

the first Honeymooners sketch ever, from
October 1951, featuring Pert Kelton as
Alice and Elaine Stritch as Trixie. It aired
on the DuMont network's Cavalcade of
Stars, which ran between 1949 and 1952.
Werris had been a gag writer for Gleason
since the Great One's nightclub clays, and
committed himself to saving the
Cavalcade episodes when it became clear
that cash-strapped DuMont had no inten­
tion of preserving them. Werris traded
DuMont employees bottles of Scotch to
acquire the kinescopes.



THE I LOVE LUCY PILOT
Every Lucy diehard can tell you about
the "lost" Christmas episode, the one
where Lucy flashes back to becoming
pregnant and going to the hospital. It
was only broadcast once, but it isn't real­
ly lost-it just wasn't part of Desi lu's syn­
dication package because Lucy didn't
think it was very good. What was lost was
the I Love Lucy pilot, filmed in March
1951, a rewrite of one of Lucy and Desi's
vaudeville routines patched together
with a script from My Favorite Husband,
Lucy's old radio sitcom. Then it was dis­
covered that Pepito, a clown who had
appeared in the show, had kept it as a
souvenir. It was not, as some rumors later
claimed, discovered under Desi's bed.

HUMPHREY BOGART'S ONLY TV ACTING
APPEARANCE
This show was missing, but a kinescope
recently surfaced, after almost four
decades. As for the show itself, it was a
1955 adaptation of "The Petrified
Forest," broadcast on NBC's Producers'
Showcase. Bogie's co-stars were Lauren
Bacall (in the Bette Davis role), Henry
Fonda and Jack Klugman.

DR. WHO (THE HIPPIE YEARS)
This popular British sci-fi series starred
seven different actors in its title role over
its 27-year run. However, a majority of
the video masters of the episodes in
which Patrick Troughton starred as the
recorder-playing, pseudo-hippie Who #2
(1966-1969) were taped over by the
penny-pinching BBC. They were consid­
ered lost for good-until black and
white prints of a few episodes were dis­
covered about 15 years ago in Australia.
Trough ton's name may not ring a bell,
but you might remember him as the old
man tormented by the harpies in Jason
and the Argonauts.

STAR TREK'S ORIGINAL PILOT
What with all the Trekkies crawling

about, you might think it impossible to
lose anything even remotely related to
Star Trek, but that's exactly what hap­
pened to the original 1964 pilot, "The
Cage." Gene Roddenberry, who was
nearly broke in the mid-sixties, had to
chop up the only color print to use
sequences from it in "The Menagerie,"
another early episode. As it turned out, a
couple of black-and-white prints of the
original had been made to show
prospective advertisers, and one of those
prints eventually found its way back into
Roddenberry's hands. Before he died,
Roddenberry asked that it not be col­
orized. Today it belongs to his estate.

On the other hand, some brilliant moments
really are missing in action. Could one of
the following episodes be moldering in your
garage or hall closet? We'll wait while you run
and check.

THE ALL IN THE FAMILY PILOTS
Because this ground-breaking sitcom was
based on a concept that was difficult to
sell, three different pilots with two dif­
ferent casts were shot. The first of the
three pilots has vanished and is still miss­
ing. I it helps your search, Carroll
O'Connor's character was originally
named Archie Justice and the pilot was
originally titled Meet theJustices.

THE FIRST TWO SUPERBOWLS
Believe it or not, no known broadcast
copies exist of the first two Superbowls
from 1967 and 1968. Even more embar­
rassing is the fact that each game was
covered by both NBC and CBS. The
video masters from both years were
erased and taped over. These were the
only two games in which the Green Bay
Packers appeared, so sports fans in
America's Dairyland may be more likely
to tackle a tape than the rest of us.

JOHNNY CARSON'S FIRST TONIGHT SHOW
It was thought that all the episodes of
Tonight! hosted by Steve Allen in the '50s
were lost, but one was recen ty discovered

in the closet of a former NBC stagehand.
It's now in the hands of a private collec­
tor in New York City. What does remain
lost, however, is the first show Johnny
Carson hosted in October 1962. An
audio tape exists of Groucho Marx giv­
ing Johnny's introduction, but the video
is nowhere to be found.

THREE TO GET READY
This was the first TV morning show, host­
ed by Ernie Kovacs from 1950 through
1952 when he was still a local wun­
derkind in Philadelphia. No kinescopes
are known to exist, though it would be
interesting to see one for two reasons.
One is that Three to Get Ready changed
the face of television by proving that
there were early morning viewers. The
other is that the show was Letterman
before Letterman: Ernie threw stuffed
dummies from catwalks, dripped water
on the head of the newsman next door,
and had the camera follow him out to a
water fountain and into the street.

WINCHELL-MAHONEY TIME
In 1986, ventriloquist Paul Winchell
won a lawsuit against the media con­
glomerate Metromedia, which owned
KTTV, an LA-based station. KTTV delib­
erately erased 288 episodes of
Winchell's popular '60s kids' TV show
Winchell-Mahoney Time in a dispute over
syndication rights. During the trial,
Winchell's dummy, Jerry Mahoney, took
the stand. Over the objections of the
Metromedia lawyer, Jerry testified that
he felt comfortable in the courtroom
because he could see a relative there. "A
relative?" Winchell asked. "Yes," said
Mahoney, indicating the judge's bench,
"his gavel and I came from the same
tree." Winchell was awarded over $14
million in damages.

If you think you've found a missing trea­
sure of Classic TV, call Ron Simon at the
Museum of Television and Radio: 212-
621-6600.
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FROM THE OFFICE OF DR. WILL MILLER, PRACTITIONER OF THE ART OF TELEVISION THERAPY

When TV shows last, it is because
they resonate within us on some sym­
bolic level. Why were Speed Racer 's
adventures so mesmerizing? What
psychological insight did we derive
from Hogan's Heroes? What psy­
chic craving was satisfied byWelcome Back,
Kotter? The answers to these questions help
us understand the psychotherapeutic value of
returning-again and again-to Classic TV.
To that end, I would like to offer three sepa­
rate, yet interlocked, topicsfor discussion.

WHY AN OTTOMAN?
What does Rob Petrie's trip over the
ottoman mean? I used to think the root
cause was that a proto-feminist Laura,
feeling trapped by her circumscribed role,
had turned Rob's home into a literal trap,
but perhaps that answer is too facile.

I prefer to hypothesize that Rob
himself is responsible for his fall. It is trig­
gered by the anxiety he feels at the
juxtaposition of his domestic and profes-

y
sional spheres. Though he is nominally
the boss at work, he often plays straight
man to his wisecracking companions. He
and Laura have a healthy relationship,
but the home front is clearly her territo­
ry. Focused on his professional life, he
fails to deal with his feelings of domestic
incompetence and guilt. Like so many
men in TV Land, his efforts at home are
marred by charred steaks, exploding
toasters and botched social events.
If Rob's essential problem is how to

achieve balance between work and
home, then seeing Buddy and Sally
smack dab in the middle of his living
room is bound to make him feel espe­
cially askew. Blinded by this threat to his
self-concept, Rob fails to see the ottoman.
Why the ottoman and not, say, the rug,
or one of Ritchie's toy trucks? Because
what better symbolizes a man's castle
than the item whose fundamental pur­
pose is to allow him to put up his slip­
pered feet, smoke a pipe, and relax?

A CASE STUDY FROM TV LAND
It may be helpful to many of you if I
share an anonymous case history of
psychotherapeutic work in TV
Land. I offer this brief story of loss
and devastation.

A middle-aged mancall him "Steve"
came to me with a problem. A relatively
recent widower, he was living with three
sons and his elderly father-in-law, who
we'll call "Bub." Steve was still in severe
denial and wracked with guilt over his
wife's death. I tried to help him see that
replacing his wife with her own father was
an unhealthy and oblique means of deny-

f.=-_, .---~.,,...,---

7e

WATCHING TELEVISION, WATCHING YOURSELF
Here are a few questions and thoughts to
consider as you explore yourself through
television:

• On Bewitched, dici you prefer Dick York
or Dick Sargent? What do you think this
says about you? Does the question make
you blush, or feel uncomfortable? What
does that mean?

• Where do you fall on the Dennis the
Menace/Mr. Wilson Scale? Are you more
like Dennis, quintessentially passive­
aggressive? Or are you like Mr. Wilson,
unconsciously exhibiting clear masochis­
tic tendencies?

• In the final episode of The Mary Tyler
Mooe Show, the new management at
WJM-TV fired everyone except Ted
Baxter. What do you think happened to
Ted in the absence of his cohorts?

watch
ing her death and sublimating his anger
at her for leaving. It also prevented him
from fulfilling his own romantic needs.
Look, he was essentially saying to his
departed wife, You can be replaced by a
grumpy, balding man who bears a strong
resemblance to you. Eventually, Steve did
wean himself from his Bub-dependence,
and discontinued his therapy, against my
suggestion. Not surprisingly, he quickly
reestablished the pattern of self-destruc­
tive behavior by finding another grumpy
old man-what we analysts call the classic
"Uncle Charley" type.

• Think about the phrase "up your nose
with a rubber hose." What were the
Sweathogs really saying to each other?

• What skills or personal virtues do you
think you could have brought to the
Impossible Missions Force? (And don't
just claim that you're more fun that
Willie or Barney-everyone is!)

• How did Major Healey's experience
with Jeannie enrich and inform his later
relationship with Bob and Emily?
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BY ANNE O, BERNSTEIN, TOM HILL AND CARMEN MORAIS
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NBC/Globe Photos (Lucy and Desi); Willinger/FPG (bowling woman); Everett Collection (Duke);
Courtesy Nick at Nite/©ABC, Inc. (York with big ears), Republic Pictures Corporation (Car 54). 8: 1947
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Carmel Pine Cone, CA (Mayor Eastwood); Congressional Quarterly, Inc., DC (Rep. Bono, Fred Grandy);
Pittsburgh Post-Gatte (Kulp), FPG (hot pants); Courtesy Nick at Nite/Warner Bros., Inc. (Rowan ;Martin's
Laugh-In). 11: Pito Collas (Paula's Mood Ring); Everett Collection (MisterEd, Fawcett, Crystal); Courtesy Nick
at Nite/CBS, Inc. ( The White Shadow). 13: Courtesy Nick at Nite/ABC Television (Burns). 19: Photofest
(Reiner); Courtesy Nick at Nite/1994 CBS (Van Dyke). 20: Courtesy Nick at Nite/CBS, Inc. (The Mary Tyler
Moore Show). 21: Courtesy Nick at Nite/ABC Television ( Taxi, The Partridge Family),1994 CBS, Inc. ( The Mary
Tyler Moore Show). 23: Paramount Pictures 1989 (ET logo); Courtesy Nick at Nite/©Columbia Pictures
Television (IDream ofJeannie), @ Samuel Goldwyn Co. (Flipper), 1994 CBS, Inc. (The Mary TylerMoore Show).
24-5: Photofest (The Monkees), Everett Collection (Maynard G. Krebs); Courtesy Nick at Nite/1994 CBS, Inc.
(Van Dyke), Universal Studios (Dragnet), ABC Television (F Troop), ABC, Inc. (Serena); NBC/Globe Photos
(Jim Ignatowski): courtesy Nick at Nite/ABC Inc. (The Partridge Family), @Warner Bros. Inc. (Rowan and
Martin's Laugh-I),Columbia Pictures Television (IDream ofJeannie). 26: Courtesy MarcJacobs. 27: Courtesy
Isaac Mizrahi. 28: Pito Collas. 29: Everett Collection (Jamie Farr), Photofest (Mister Ed); courtesy Nick at
Nite/@Columbia Pictures Television (IDream ofJeannie), @ABC, Inc. (That Girt), ABC Television (Taxi),CBS
(The Dick Van Dyke Show, I Love Luy), 1994 CBS, Inc. (The Mary Tyler Moore Show), @Universal Studios
(Dragnet). 30-1: Photofest (Gilligan's Island, Cindy Brady); Everett Collection (Denver); NBC/Globe Photos
(The Flying Nun); Courtesy Nick at Nite/ABC, Inc. (Samantha eyes, Darrin, Jan Brady, Bobby Brady), ABC
Television (Shirley Jones, Samantha), CBS, Inc. (Lucy). 35-8: Photofest @ABC, Inc. (Welcome Bak, Kotter);
NBC/Globe Photos (I Still Dream ofJeannie). 39-42: Everett Collection (Don Adams, Rhoda); Photofest (Mister
Ed); Courtesy Nick at Nite/Orion Television (Mr. Haney), ABC Inc. (Gladys Kravitz, Robert Young, William
Shallert, David White, Patty Duke), CBS, Inc. (Ricky Ricardo, The Bob Newhart Show), The Andy Griffith
Show Re-run Watchers Club (Floyd the Barber). 46-7: Courtesy Butterfield & Butterfield (Captain Kirk's
tunic; Joker, Riddler, Wonder Woman costumes); Courtesy Camden House Auctioneers, CA/Don Saban,
photographer (Superman's costume, Lost in Space pod); Courtesy Christie's East (Thing's Box). 52: Photofest
(Denver). 53-4: Everett Collection (Welcome Bak, Kotter); NBC/Globe Photos (I Still Dream of Jeannie);
Courtesy Nick at Nite/ABC, Inc. (Bewitched); CBS, Inc. (Lucy, Lily Munster). 55-7: Ewing Galloway (barbe­
cue shots); George A. Hormel & Co. (Original SPAM ®Luncheon Meat); ©Dennis Hallinan/FPG (bad­
minton, potato sacks). 59-61: Everett Collection (McMurray); all others courtesy Nick at Nite. 65: Steve
Micros (Dr. Will); courtesy Nick at Nite/©ABC, Inc. (My Three Sons), Archive Photos (couch). 66-7: Everett
Collection (all photos).
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3. Complete the lyrics: "A horse is a horse,
of course, of course..."
A) And no one can talk to a horse, of course.
B) But this is a horse who is fluent in Norse.
C) He'll only tap in a code that's Morse.
D) But Mr. Ed is more than a horse.
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YEARs NICK AT NITE MERIT BADGE EXAMINATION
WE'RE CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF DELIVERING CLASSIC TELEVISION TO AMERICAN HOMES, BUT HOW WELL HAVE WE DONE OUR JOB? THE FOLLOWING TEST WILL MEASURE

YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF NICK AT NITE AND CLASSIC TV. IT ALSO SERVES AS A QUALIFYING EXAM FOR THE COVETED NICK AT NIH MERIT BADGE.

■ COMPLETE THE TEST AND RETURN IT TO THE ADDRESS ON THE NEXT PAGE. WE WILL GRADE IT AND SEND A MERIT BADGE TO THE FIRST 10,000

RESPONDENTS WHO EARN PASSING SCORES. TO PASS, YOU NEED TO CORRECTLY ANSWER AT LEAST 14 OF THE FOLLOWING 20 QUESTIONS (70 PERCENT). IF YOU DO

NOT PASS, WE WILL SEND A POSTCARD NOTIFYING YOU OF THAT SAD FACT.

■ THE TEST IS OPEN BOOK AND OPEN TV SET. HOWEVER, YOU SHOULD DETERMINE ALL ANSWERS ON YOUR OWN, WITHOUT THE HELP OF OTHERS. WE TRUST YOU TO ADHERE

TO THE HONOR SYSTEM. FILL IN YOUR ANSWERS CAREFULLY ON THE ANSWER GRID BELOW. GOOD LUCK. YOU MAY BEGIN ... NOW.

l. Lucy and Desi are Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo, but
who are Fred and Ethel?
A) Mr. and Mrs. Mintz.
B) Mr. and Mrs. Frawley.
C) Mr. and Mrs. Mertz.
D) The Ricardos' pet macaws.

2. Bob Denver may be better known today as Gilligan,
but his greatest role in Classic TV was as Dobie Gillis's
goateed, jazz-loving, work-fearing beatnik pal...
A) Eddie Haskell.
B) Maynard G. Krebs.
C) Mortimer Snerd.
D) Dean Moriarty.

4. What's the connection between Make
RoomforDaddy and That Girl?
A) Danny Thomas starred in the first; his daughter Marlo

starred in the second.
B) Uncle Tonoose (Hans Conried) was a character on both shows.
C) Donald Hollinger was engaged to both Ann Marie and Terry Williams.
D) Henry Fonda starred in the first; his daughter Jane

starred in the second.

5. The original three sons on My Three Sons were...
A) Ernie, Chip and Robbie.
B) Mike, Ernie and Chip.
C) Mike, Robbie and Chip.
D) Kukla, Fran and Ollie.

6. Which song was noi one of the many hits produced by
Classic TV's greatest rock 'n' roll band, The Monkees?
A) "Last Train to Clarksville"
B) "Sugar, Sugar"
C) "Pleasant Valley Sunday"
D) ''I'm a Believer"

7. Lancelot Link was...
A) Vice president under Herbert Hoover.
B) An animated monkey version of James Bond.
C) An animated secret-agent squirrel.
D) A real-life chimpanzee in a James Bond-like role.
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8. "Sock it to me," "You bet your bippy," and "Look that up in
your Funk & agnalls" were all catch phrases made famous
on the television show...
A) The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour.
B) The Huntley-Brinkley Report.
C) The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour.
D) Rowan & Martin's Laugh-In.

9. I Spy combined humor and dramatic espionage
adventures, while also combining the acting talents of...
A) Robert Culp and Bill Cosby.
B) Robert Mitchum and Flip Wilson.
C) Nancy Kulp and Bing Crosby.
D) Robert Vaughn and Rosey Grier.
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GO TO NEXT PAGE.
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